122    ATTACK UPON THE CANAL

hand, there was no reason why Territorial units then
in Cairo should not have undertaken the second duty,
and thereby released the Indian troops for the first.
The passive defence of the Canal had two radical
defects. Firstly, the plan allowed the enemy to
conceal to the last his points of attack: secondly, as
a consequence? the selected line had to be held in
strength throughout. The command attempted to
lessen the last inconvenience by various expedients.
Reserves were concentrated on the west bank, facing
points which seemed probable Turkish objectives, and,
to provide for their rapid transfer to a threatened
locality, floating bridgesl and temporary ferries were
placed in position. A second device to reduce the
length of line to be held was more ingenious. Large
areas on the east bank were flooded, rendering the
enemy's advance across them practically impossible.
Port Said already was protected in this manner.2
Under the skilful direction of two irrigation engineers
lent by the Egyptian Government, a depression of
many square miles in extent, lying to the east of the
harbour, had been flooded. So successful was the
operation that inundations were begun at many
suitable points. Powerful pumping plants, lent by
the Canal Company, filled other depressions on the
east bank of the Canal.

Meanwhile in Jerusalem the Turkish Commander
was pondering over the route which his Expeditionary
Corps would take across Sinai, Three roads lay open
to his choice: the northern through El Arish to
Qantara, the central through Hasana to Ismailia, and
the southern through Nekhl to Suez, The choice fell
upon the second. Broadly speaking, Sinai may be
divided into three zones, Northern, Central, and

1  At Qantara and Kubri respectively,

2  The suggestion came from Sir William Willcocks, K.C.M.G., the
well-known Anglo-Egyptian irrigation engineer*